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I think the United States and the world
is outraged by it. And we’ve tried other initia-
tives, and they have not worked. We have
done our best to work through this, and the
things we have done have not worked. So
we’re now doing this sanctions regime, as
recommended by President Aristide and oth-
ers, but we’re not ruling out anything.

NOTE: The exchange began at 10:15 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Remarks to the Community in
Atlanta
May 3, 1994

Thank you so much. Thank you for being
here and in such large numbers and with
such enthusiasm. Thank you, Mayor, for that
wonderful introduction. Thank you, Gov-
ernor and Mrs. Miller and secretary of state
Cleland, Commissioner, Congressman
Lewis, Congresswoman McKinney, and la-
dies and gentlemen. Thank the Wings of
Faith Choir and the Morehouse College Glee
Club, and all those who sang for us, thank
you.

It is good to be back in Georgia and At-
lanta again. I went running the other day with
a number of members of the United States
Olympic Team for the Winter Olympics. My
wife and daughter represented us there in
Lillehammer, and I could at least keep up
with the winter Olympians. I don’t think I
can keep up with the summer Olympians,
but I’ll be here in 1996 to cheer them on
along with you.

I want to thank all of you who came here
with these ‘‘America Back On Track’’ signs.
You know, I ran for President because I
thought our country was not on the right
track; because I was worried about my
daughter growing up to be part of the first
generation of Americans that did not do bet-
ter than their parents; because I thought our
country was being too divided by party, by
race, by region, with arguments about what
was right or left or liberal or conservative,
obscuring the truth, the facts, and a way to
the future.

Frankly, there is still a lot of that in our
politics and too much of that in Washington,
where people scream at each other across

the divide and try to confuse you folks out
here in the country with negative images and
useless rhetoric. But there are some things
that do not change. In the end, we will all
be judged on whether we have done what
is right to bring this country together and
to move this country forward, to make it pos-
sible for every man and woman, every boy
and girl to live to the fullest of their God-
given capacities. That is our common obliga-
tion and our great opportunity. And I am
doing my best to seize it for you as President
of the United States.

I asked the United States Congress last
year to pass an economic plan that would
bring the deficit down and drive investment
up, that would drive interest rates down,
keep inflation down, create jobs, and move
this country forward. And the Congress did
it in the face of withering, withering hot air
and rhetoric. And all the people who were
against it said, ‘‘Well, if you do this, all the
middle class people in America will have
their income taxes go up, and the economy
will collapse.’’ Well, what happened?

The economic plan passed. Interest rates
went down; investment went up. Last year,
in the first 14 months of our administration,
21⁄2 million new jobs were created, more than
the previous 4 years. And we are moving this
country forward.

It is true that 1.2 percent of the American
people paid more in income taxes, but it all
went to pay down the deficit. And we cut
even more in spending. And this year, one
in six working families will get an income tax
cut so that they will not fall into poverty and
be tempted to choose welfare over work. We
are going to choose work over welfare by not
taxing people into welfare, but lifting them
out for work.

And I have now presented a budget to the
Congress which eliminates 100 Government
programs, cuts over 200 more, has no tax in-
creases, and if adopted, will give us 3 years
of declining deficits for the first time since
Harry Truman was the President of the
United States of America.

That is not partisan rhetoric, my fellow
Americans. And that’s not all that liberal and
conservative talk in the air. That’s just the
facts. We are doing it. And what we need
in America is more people to leave aside the
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hot air, roll up their sleeves, and go to work
on the promise and the problems of this
country in that way.

They said when I took office all the Demo-
crats were for big Government. Well, let me
tell you something. The budget I gave to the
Congress does provide more money for Head
Start, more money for new technologies and
job training, more money for education and
training our people in the future. But you
know what? It still reduces domestic spend-
ing in everything but health care for the first
time since 1969. No other President has been
able to do that. If the Congress adopts it,
we’ll do it for the first time since ‘69.

This is not a partisan issue. It’s a question
of whether we’re going to do what it takes
to get this country going again so those little
children will have a future. That is what is
at stake.

And now we have many challenges before
us. We must keep this economy strong. The
economy of Georgia last year—in the last
year—has produced 150,000 new jobs, the
fastest growing economy east of the Mis-
sissippi River. You have benefited from this,
and we have to keep it going.

If you look ahead to this year—I came here
today to be part of a remarkable thing that
CNN is sponsoring, making you the tele-
communications capital of the world. Tonight
I will be talking with people not only all
across America but with 75 million people,
at least, in over 100 other countries, people
asking questions about what this world is
going to be like and what America’s role is
in it. And I want to say something that you
know here: We cannot withdraw from the
world. Last year, we made more progress in
opening America’s borders to new trade, new
investment, and reaching out to the rest of
the world, than had been made in a genera-
tion. This year, the Congress has got to adopt
the new world trade agreement. This year
we have got to adopt new systems for educat-
ing and training our people so they can com-
pete in that global economy. We’re going to
be challenged to do that.

Tomorrow I’m going back to the White
House to sign a bill that will, for the first
time, put in place a national system for all
the young people in our country who don’t
go on to 4-year colleges but do need more

education and training, so they can move
from school to work with high skills and bet-
ter opportunity in the future.

And then we are going to take up a bill
to totally change the unemployment system.
You know, a lot of you here can identify with
this. It used to be when people lost their jobs,
they were just laid off for a while, and then
they were called back to their old jobs. so
the unemployment system gave them enough
to live on while that happened. Now, most
people who are laid off do not get called back
to their old jobs; should not be allowed to
wait month after month after month but in-
stead should be able, from the day they are
laid off, to immediately start a training pro-
gram and a new set of job searches. And
that’s what we’re trying to do with this reem-
ployment system, instead of an unemploy-
ment program.

We are working on a crime bill in Wash-
ington which mirrors a lot of what Governor
Miller and the legislature have done here:
to put more police officers on the street; to
help cities like Atlanta have community po-
lice officers who walk the streets, know the
kids, know the neighbors, and can reduce
crime as well as catch criminals; one that has
tougher penalties but also alternative punish-
ments, like boot camps for first-time offend-
ers; one that will give us a chance to have
drug treatment as well as tougher punish-
ment. These are the kinds of things that we
need to do to make this country safe again.
And we’re going to do it this year in Washing-
ton, just as you’ve been trying to do it in
Georgia.

Soon I will present to the Congress a wel-
fare reform program designed to begin the
process of ending the whole welfare system
as we know it. And a lot of that welfare re-
form program is like what you are doing here
in Georgia. People want to be independent,
not dependent. People want to succeed as
parents and workers. And we have to give
them the tools, the incentives, and, if nec-
essary, the requirements to do just that. And
I believe we can. And I think the American
people want us to do it.

Finally, let me say that when you look at
all this, it all brings you back to the begin-
ning. We are moving into a new and different
and very exciting time in which the young
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people here will be able to grow up, if we
complete our work at dismantling the nuclear
arsenals of other countries, unafraid of nu-
clear war. I was so proud to be able to go
to Russia and sign an agreement where we
agreed that for the first time in decades we
would no longer even point our missiles at
each other. That is a good thing.

But if you look all over the world, with
the end of the cold war and the opening up
of new technologies and the increasing
entrepreneurialism and the more rapid pace
of change, there are dangers there, too. Be-
cause now countries instead of invading each
other are fighting from within, from Bosnia
to Rwanda. And even countries that are try-
ing to promote democracy are made more
vulnerable by high technology and organized
criminal activity, from organized crime in
Russia to the drug kingpins in Mexico and
South America, to the gangs that terrorize
the streets of the United States of America.

We have great tests and challenges before
us, each of us within our borders and across
our borders. But the next century can be the
best time America has ever known. And the
young people in this audience can have the
best life any group of Americans has ever
known if we have the courage and the vision
and the wisdom to cool down the traditional
politics-as-usual, to reduce the gridlock, to
reduce the hot air, to reduce the name-call-
ing, and instead think about the people that
live in this country and do something to bring
them together and move them forward. That
is my promise to you.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:12 p.m. in the
CNN Center Atrium. In his remarks, he referred
to Mayor Bill Campbell of Atlanta; Governor Zell
Miller of Georgia; secretary of state Max Cleland
of Georgia; and state agriculture commissioner,
Thomas T. Irvin.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters on Departure From the
CNN International Studio in Atlanta
May 3, 1994

Congressional Elections
The President. [Inaudible]—the elections

will help, because the elections will give an

opportunity for the facts to come out. The
Georgia economy’s doing well. It’s done
much better since I’ve been elected Presi-
dent. The economic program, which we
passed—a lot of the Republicans, including
some of the prominent Republicans in Geor-
gia, accused us of raising income taxes on
everybody. Now they know, the American
people know, only 1.2 percent of the Amer-
ican people paid higher income taxes. And
this year, one in six working families will get
a tax cut. We’re reducing the deficit. And
under our administration, we’ll have 3 years
of declining deficits for the first time since
Truman.

So the economy’s doing better. We passed
sweeping education and training reforms.
We’re passing the toughest crime bill in
American history. We’re going to pass wel-
fare reform. We’re dealing with the problems
of America. And I think by election time that
should be very helpful. That’ll be a good en-
vironment in which Democrats can run. We
Democrats don’t have the kind of machine,
in a way—media machine—that the Repub-
licans do, sort of spewing out all this venom
and all this labeling and name-calling all the
time. So we get down sometimes, but we’ll
get back up.

Georgia—Atlanta has benefited greatly
from the trade initiatives of this administra-
tion, from the North American Free Trade
Agreement, from the worldwide trade agree-
ment, from our outreach to Asia. So I think
the record—the economic benefits and the
fact that we reflect middle class values and
welfare reform, the crime initiative, and
other things, all those things will help the
Democrats by November.

Q. Do you take a fairly relaxed attitude
about the fact that some Members of the
Georgia delegation, congressional delegation,
would just as soon stay in Washington and
not right now come down and be with you?

The President. Sure, I take a fairly relaxed
attitude about whatever they want to do. But
I think the—you’ve got to understand, in the
rural South where you’ve got Rush Limbaugh
and all this right-wing extremist media just
pouring venom at us every day and nothing
to counter that, we need an election to get
the facts out. So I really—I welcome the
election—American people find out the
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